
the practice of medicine. Pupils are required to take notes on the lectures,
on the recitations, and on bed-side observation, and these notes are subsequently
examined. Practical work is done under the most favorable circumstances,
as they are constantly serving as nurses to the sick. The individual character
of each nurse is carefully studied ; right tendencies and capabilities are stimu-
lated ; moral obliquities are pruned,Jand an esprit de corps is infused into all.
The sum total of the two years' advantages, if honestly and thoroughly im-
proved, entitles the pupil to a diploma, and produces a nurse competent, trust-

worthy, and educated for her work.
We are informed by those fully competent to judge that the class of women

seeking education in the Training Schools of America is much superior to
that found in the English and European schools, and it is the testimony of
those entrusted with this work here, that every year a better class is applying
for admission.

It seems to us incumbent upon the profession at large to assist in this work,
by directing the attention of women well adapted by nature and general edu-
cation to this new field of labor, which is both remunerative and honorable.
We can thus only rescue the sick from the hands of the ignorant but well-
meaning mischief-maker.

We congratulate our citizens that the Trustees of the City Hospital have
used so available an opportunity for such a good purpose, and adopted such a

liberal policy towards the school, and we can confidently hope that in their
hands the school may be an additional benefit to the sick of our community,
and add to the debt of gratitude the public already owes that great charity.

THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS AT AMSTERDAM.

An exceedingly interesting letter from the London correspondent of the
Louisville Medical News indicates that the recent Medical Congress at Amster-
dam was a very brilliant success. Socially it was rendered most agreeable
by the proverbial hospitality of the Dutch. Its president was the eminent
Donders, a man of scientific reputation, of polish, tact, and distinction of man-

ner; moreover, an accomplished orator. He was most ably seconded by his
secretary, Dr. Guye, of Amsterdam. Of the seven international congresses
thus far held, this was the most successful. It was largely attended by for-
eigners from all parts of the world. Sayre, of New York, and Turnbull, of Phil-
adelphia, were the most active of the American visitors. The congress was

opened by an eloquent address in French by Professor Donders, during which,
in a most complimentary allusion to France, he boldly intimated that the
countrymen of Claude Bernard would have been less disposed to attribute to
him the foundation of general physiology if they had been able to do justice to
the labors of Henle, Moleschott, Mulder, and Robert Mayer.

At a public reception, given by the burgomaster, Professor Sayre recalled
the fact that New York was once called New Amsterdam. " We come, there-
fore," he said, " to our mother ; and we recognize that for the solidity of char-
acter, the perseverance, the culture, and the honor inherent in the highest
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types of Dutch character, the New Amsterdam, now New York, owes an im-
perishable debt of gratitude to the old Amsterdam, which now welcomes repre-
sentatives of America to this congress." The Dutch papers, on the following
day, reproduced these words in English as well as in Dutch, " fearing lest they
might lose the felicitous charm which had produced so great an effect."

Subsequently in the surgical section Sayre demonstrated his method of treat-

ing spinal curvature. Two cases were brought in, one of them wearing
Taylor's apparatus. After the jackets had been applied, " not only was there
a palpable increase of height and considerable rectification of the deviation of
the spine, but the patients expressed great relief."

Mr. Lister was received with an enthusiasm " perhaps unprecedented ;" the
whole assembly rose, waved hats and handkerchiefs, and for several minutes
interrupted the proceedings by shouts of " Lister ! " with vivats in all languages.
Lister delivered a brilliant address in French without notes. It was " a victo-
rious reply " to Mr. Savory's objections to his method.

" There was one rather amusing incident which has not attracted much at-
tention, and which is not without its significance. Mr. Lister is well known
as a very hot opponent of the admission of women to the practice of medicine,
and has invariably declined to take part in any proceedings to which they were

admitted. On this occasion several ladies
—

M. D.'s of various universities
—

were present, and their presence by no means appeared to disconcert him,
since he explained with a good deal of minuteness the proceedings by which
he was enabled to demonstrate that animal fluids preserved from contact with
atmospheric germs remain unaltered, without any commencement of the putre-
factive process. One of these procedures consisted in carefully cleansing the
glans penis with a solution of carbolic acid, and using it as a sort of stopper
to a narrow-mouthed glass vessel rendered antiseptic by heat and other precau-
tions, and causing the urine to be passed in this way directly into the anti-
septic glass bulb, which was at once stoppered with a thick layer of cotton-
wool. Under these conditions he said the urine would remain for an indefinite
length of time free from putrefactive process."

Professor Virchow's address on Medical Education formed the principal at-
traction of the last general meeting. It was, however, rendered so dull by the
manner of delivery that only their profound respect for the reader kept the
audience in their seats. Somewhat later Virchow redeemed his reputation as

an orator of great fire by a superb extemporized address to the students of
Amsterdam on the occasion of their torch-light procession and welcome to the

association at its final banquet.
Dr. Sayre gave a dinner to fifty of the leading personages of the congress.

The speeches were eloquent, the dinner was good, and left upon the minds of
the guests an agreeable impression of American courtesy. Dr. Warlomont,
of Brussels, took this opportunity of doing justice to the untiring energy
with which Dr. Seguin, of New York, year after year, has brought forward the
necessity of uniformity of weights and measures, thermometrics, prescriptions,
and other medical records. This warm tribute drew from Dr. Seguin a reply
full of earnest feeling. Afterward, in general meeting, he asked for the for-
mation of an international commission, for the purpose of obtaining uniformity
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in medical records. A committee was accordingly appointed, and comprised
delegates from Amsterdam, Paris, Belgium, Florence, New York, and London.

Hueter's dermatophone and telephone were among the novelties demon-
strated. The electrical polyscopes of Trouvé, of Paris, showed that it is pos-
sible to illuminate the bladder and stomach. They are especially useful in
studying diseases of the posterior nares. Professor Donders gave precise
rules and formulae for the investigation of color-blindness. Bouchut, of Paris,
exhibited a vegetable pepsine, obtained by Professor Wurtz and himself from
the papaya of Java and South America, in which countries it has long been
used for the purpose of making meat tender.

The general success of the meeting has produced a strong impression in
England and France, especially the former, where the remarkable reception
accorded to Professor Lister will exert a lasting influence upon the schools of
London, in which city Lister has heretofore been treated by his colleagues
with marked coldness. This cosmopolitan verdict, it is thought, will oblige
them to give more attention to his teachings and example.

The next congress will meet in Great Britain. For this imperfect synopsis
we are indebted to the correspondent already mentioned.

MEDICAL NOTES.

— We extract the following from the British Medical Journal: MM. Berge-
ron and Montano (Annal, d''Hygiene) have arrived at the following conclusions
on the subject of death by drowning : (1.) The presence of frothy foam, not
only in the pharynx and larynx, but also in the bronchi, is the constant sign of
death by submersion, whether syncope or asphyxia predominated in the mode
of death, and whether the individual was free in his movements, or was thrown
into the water after having been made insensible by opium or chloroform, or
was partly suffocated, or was fettered in his action. This absolute constancy
of the presence of foam, whatever the special condition in which the submer-
sion occurred, is, in the opinion of the authors, the single sure uniform sign
proving death by drowning. (2.) There is always a certain degree of conges-
tion, and sometimes subpleural ecchymoses are seen ; but these ecchymoses,
which give the lungs a spotted or speckled look, are unlike the punctate ec-

chymoses of suffocation. (3.) The intensity of the byperœmia and the extent
of the ecchymoses are always in proportion to the efforts of the animal whilst
struggling against submersion. It is the same also with the human subject, as
has been verified in all necropsies made by the authors at the morgue in Paris
during the last ten years. At a necropsy this fact shows whether or not the
individual struggled long and vigorously during the act of drowning.

— During his vacation last summer, Sir Henry Thompson established him-
self for two mouths in Paris, where he and his daughter worked hard at paint-
ing from ten A. M. to five P. M., under the teaching of a distinguished Parisian
artist.

•an, Dr. Morris Longstreth, of Philadelphia, has been chosen one of the
attending physicians of the Pennsylvania Hospital, in the place of the late
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